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the eighteenth century the French, once the dreaded enemies of England, had become her allies on sufferance
and had drifted into a state of impotent inactivity. With the Netherlands eliminated, England and France
remained the sea powers of the world. Frederick the Great wittily spoke of a British man-ofwar with a Dutch
sloop in tow as representing the sea power of his time. England Grasps the Trident. Ever since those days Great
Britain has maintained a firm hold upon Neptunes trident, which is the scepter of world-domain. She (England)
wants to close free Amphitrite skingdom As one might close his own home-gate. Thus Schiller, with his keen
insight, characterized the ultimate cause of all world wars in his age as well as our own. The English wars of
that time were directed against France as the most dangerous rival for the dominion of the seas and of the
world. If one may speak of hereditary enmity in the changing course of European politics, such an enmity grew
up in the 200 years feud between France and England. Arthur Girault, professor of history at the University of
Poitiers and member of the Colonial International Institute, in his work on Principles of Colonization( Principes
de Colonisation, Paris, 1904) deals with the period of French history from 1688 to 1815. During that interval not
less than seven fierce and long wars were fought between France and England. All those wars, says Girault,
were trade wars for England, the purpose of which was to destroy the naval and colonial power of France.
English activity brought about all the alliances which were...
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