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expedition without any other reward than the satisfaction of serving my country, but to be slaving dangerously
for the shadow of pay, through woods, rocks, mountains, | would rather prefer the great toil of daily labor than
to serve on such ignoble terms. One is reminded of the words of Anselm, the Churchman, to William the
Conqueror: Let me be free and all that | have belongs to you, make me a slave and you shall have neither me
nor mine. Here was the great American speaking his soul in accents noble while yet a youth. Here were
intimations of the dream he had for his country; here tokens of his willingness to build his life therein. We are all
mindful of those who claim that Washington was not an American, that at heart he was more a Royalist than a
Republican; more a representative of the aristocracy of the court than of the democracy of the plains. His life
was one of growth and unfolding, as all great lives are; ideas-coming to maturity, the daybreak fulfilling itself in
the noontide; but to say that the Washington of Revolutionary days and the years following was not an
American is to belie facts so plain that he who runs may read. To...
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